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The concept of & in 3ufTug-s
(with a special reference to ST AUTYE)

Prof- Banamali Biswal

Rashtriya Sanskrit Sansthan,

Devprayag Campus, Devprayag (U.K.)

It is ¥ which only differentiates human-being from other animals,

says WgeR  (udl fe dumfuesl fowie: odo &9 ugrfe: @uen).

The term dharma is derived from the root ¥ 'to maintain' or 'to support',

'to hold' or 'to preserve' with the addition of the SUNE-suffix man'. Thus,

the term etymologically denotes 'that which supports?. ¥Rfd @ehis=,

wwfd @ a1, eRfa foveq sfa, erfa oM fued @ wARR (

vide 3T - 1- 6-3). The tradition believes that such conception is

developed from the concept of &d 'order' ( cosmic and moral ) which

comes under the God F®s regime in the F7o&. Therefore, the earth is
named as ¥RUT which bears or supports life?.

Dharma is a vedic term which occurs at least for 56 times in
7R denoting a number of meanings such as 'maintenance, duty, conduct,
justice etc. In Atharvaveda 11-9-17 it refers to merits achieved through
pious deeds. In fact, Vedic texts have been considered as authentic sources

of all sorts of ¥H-s (SRIsfEayH e / ¥4 SFEHAEMAT goo7 e
gfd:). In JEIREIRMR 1.4.14, the term ¥H is used as a synonym to
truth ( omiq ® ARl feeiaracta qoEEd gH gur THd o
g o gF d N g acaugdd aedifa ed a1 ae< @

aﬁ?ﬁﬁ@aﬂ{ 399 94fd). However, in ﬁﬁﬂm 1111 it is

1. AfTRgggy g aEEataoie 79, Iumfs-137
2. YURUNE ¥HA TATG: ¥H URAd US|
IS, IAEG® 9 ¥H 3 Fe=a:11 (Fe19Rad, Hoive 69.58)
3. See Robert N., Minor on Wﬁ?ﬂ?ﬂ (BG), Heritage publisher, 1982, P.21.

(92)
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used as a different concept from €& denoting righteous deeds (¥eX on,
¥H W, §A gEfcqerd, ¥H YAfqaedd). In fact, we have a

school of tradition which believes that there is no such & which can surpass
the truth (T H&q 90 oH:).

Dharma is beyond the cognizances of sense-organs i.e. 3Tdi-53.
Therefore, our philosophers hold that such entities can be cognized through

inference- It is never possible to do justice to a topic related to ¥ in a
single paper like this. Because, the vast scope and the complicated
conceptual meaning of dharma has given rise to some conventional sayings

such as ¥H& Tl 7fd: and ¥H& a ffed e etc.

Dharma has been defined in several ways in different M&-s.In
Y= -school of T, o is mainly used in the sense of I etc. whereas
in TI9RI-school of HIMIET, the term ¥ refers to an 3Tqa-qvd (SRUfIdTE:
TSHaRe: ¥ / a9/ WEeHqegd fadmmised: vy e1d@ wfa
s o SHHAE-EfaER 1.0,/ wed deonsed: e -
StrE-HATET). In 99ifeRsia, the sage ®UNME defines it as
Tals Rt seEtafg: @: w: (9.8.1.2) which means dharma is that

by which both prosperity and liberation can be achieved. In almost all the

branches of oriental studies. ¥ has been analysed as an important concept.
However, the limited scope of the present paper does not allow me to go
into the details of the definitions available in all the ¥ Hence, I confine
myself to the nature of ¥/ described in IUHE-s in different contexts
with a special reference to A of HETHRA. Even it is not possible
on my part to make a complete study of ¥/ discussed in HETHRA itself.
Because, in H8T9RA, &H is used in multiple meanings in innumerable of
contexts. 3TIRETIE of HEIHRA which is other wise named as IH-¥H-T8
is studded with descriptions related to ¥/H. Hence, let me continue the
discussion by taking resort to a maxim called TfeTgelTR=T.

First of all, let us discuss how ¥ is defined in H&T¥RA. To me
it appears that the etymological definition available in %Ul9d 69.58 has a
broader scope and acceptable to all. It says :

RUTE, JHfIeTg: o aEd US|
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i.e. dharma is that which maintains or rather takes care of all the
beings of the world. A similar version is again available in ¥f=Tqd also
which says : ¥HU fagar: gem: (IMFAUE-110.11) i.e. all the beings
prosper through M. Interestingly enough, we have a very good reference
to 1 in WETYRT where it is said that dharma has ten wives. They are :

Fficehdfier afe: ser frem A
gfegeiea Afayeilg Uedl oo ar 9T (31 60.4)
This classification of dharma reminds us of ten types of dharma
recorded in I 6.92 as well as TREANGTSIRIAMEE  3.23 :

aﬁr: oTHT U viretafgateg:|
efifdan AeTdehiell 9T eieTeTuTIl

Both the texts share some names of the ten types of dharma

mentioned in both the cases. Some other seers prefer to describe ¥ as
a complete worldly journey : TRRIEIEH q CHAGHAROL (12-140-18).
In fact, ¥ is used in WETHRA in a broader terminology so as to include
TUTCHE, STHAHSSE etc. in its periphery. Under Ui four ¥ such
as - smEHUEH, &gy, dvaed and YEHH are explained whereas in
STHIYH also four ¥H, namely, SRISHYH, T, SFUYEIH and  F-EH
are discussed. For example, ¥4 is described as one of the twelve T8TEd
of SUI-s :

gHYS A o SHWUYY WY Fiiatae g

TS A W Yid YA = el Gravl SIEun|l

(5.4.3.12)
In addition to that, there are many other dharmas like YGH, e,

TeTEHH etc. which are also discussed in detail in H&THRA.

After a close observation of the references related to ¥ in HeI¥Rd
one can broadly divide them into two broad categories 1.e. the cases where
the definition of dharma is only applicable to a particular class and the
cases where dharma is universally applicable. For example, different types
of ¥ are prescribed for the people of different ¥ passing through different

3T, | specific ¥ is introduced for the women called as TRI¥H, Tered
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is described as different from HHa¥H, For example, although seducing
other's woman is considered as a sin so far as human-act is concerned,
still for the demons such acts are treated as virtue : T&HHAM 3T &H:
TERITHEEY, On the contrary, we may come across with some universal
¥ in HETRA. For example, the following nine ¥/ are common to all the
qui-s :

TeRl: FIae WIGWTT: T a9

U WY IRy iemgE | Al

Sld YRl Tdd WeafviehTy/ (Snfad 60.7-8).

Similarly 3TH=iM and foifei& can also be considered as two universal
¥H-s :
e fafaem o e wremon O
gifemray U=t o e wfaftsar

Moreover, there is a reference to two types of dharma i.e. JefaeT&or
and TTgfaaeT. Here the JIfaaiatoned is meant for a class i.e. for Te€d
(yafaarerorH: eeey fadiad 13.129.16) where as Tafa@arore™ which
is otherwise known as & is applicable for all (FTIfaaerTaT=t =i
e 3fd Td:-13.129.20). Besides, the following four types of ¥ can
also be treated as universal dharma-s :

¥g: wyfa: wEw: W a9 )
Taoaqiay Uig: AelgHe Aol
Similarly, the following three types of ¥-s are recognised as eternal

gH-s

aEih: T W HﬁWﬁﬁSﬂT:l
TorseTeiiol: w: WEeEr gml: SAEET:0 ((13-129-3-5)
One can find a number of references to FATTH-¥H in HET¥RA.
The compound word FAH-#H can be justified with atleast three fowEarRI
: TG ¥H: §EE: ¥H:ie. the dharma of WHIEHH, The second
is GATEEl oM i.e. the dharma which eternally exists and the third
is O 9] Wd: GAH:, TAA9 S 3 SEaaard, SAaaddia 99E .,
eTEr e 3fd @Eed: ie. the dharma which helps in sending
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someone to THIH, Here HAGTAd means lukrua TRHIHT W9afd. The
TG never belong to an individual or a class. Hence, it is a Y.,

Dharma has been accepted as one of the four T, namely, =¥,
37ef, @™ and el In fact, in many contexts it is treated as best of the
former three technically known as3&T i.e. ¥, 37 and &M :

TYETYe MY g9 TA WA
arfarres W <ig gvifaq gEagan (12.92.48)

M as a merit 9, described as the boat to cross the worldly ocean.
It is only dharma which accompanies a man even after death :

g Ta wEr T @ gl e

A9 & AREE g TRyl

T e od TehIsTresfal (13-112-13)

AT od Waq ufved:

ot Ten! WSATOT WET™: URaIeheh: 1| ( 13-112-15)

Remarkable importance is given to 31f8&l and T in HEI¥RA in the

context of dharma. The terms like 3TEHT STHE, HAATHTI, <A
and <1 etc. are used in those contexts : 3TEHT TIH 3TchiE: IS
ALl Sl e e fAfed edetsorg | (13.23.19) and TS
Hg"%ﬁ ¥ etc. In addition to that, T, 3ThiY, 3TEE, TF and SIRUH

etc. are also equally treated in the context of dharma. As it is said :

Tfedl HEwshIel FHAsIEaq]

TSVl Wowg &f U |Ae=: 11 (13-147-22)

IGE:  WANAY HHUT HFEr R

IESH & o Wl oW gAra: | (e 162.121)

Not doing harm and doing good to others are the two main aspects

of dharma which prevails the author to sum up the essence of ¥/ in a
single verse :

ze & ydudw g wiamuran)
JT: UfeReTT WSl T FareRAll
1.e. Anything not conducive to oneself should not be performed for
others-
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Worshipping the supreme deity U is also considered as best

dharma in F8IYRA. To answer Arjuna's querry about ¥, fuamg =
says :

Y T Hegwion gui stk W)
Tq WTRAT YUSHeRTe WATe=R: |l

Though HEIIAT is a part of the HETHRA itself still it is looked
upon altogether as a separate text. Here the term 'dharma'is used in a
number contexts having variety of meanings such as 'law, duty, practice
etc. Mostly the term refers to the order or duty of one's class or of morality.
At few places, it refers to the order of things including caste, rites and
duties.!

In WS, many times the word dharma is directly used. In addition
to that, at a few places, some indirect references to this concept can also
be found with the use of words such as adharama® 'lawlessness', dharmya®
'prescribed by law' and sometimes compound-words like kuladharma*

'family-law', e 'the law of the three Vedas', Svadharma® 'one's own

1. | A1 e e Tentdata 9l
SATAYH q_IeAH gere=red |l BG 4.7
RGO WA foAmemE = gepdH|
YR FFaTy 0 A1 BG 4.8

2. (a)AuHif9vaETq F1 YA Harsa: BG 1.41
()T wrmyH 9w =R =l
(F) =19 ywfafa o1 9=d a9EEal BG 18.32

3. (a) YAeTETE o= gg@ sgaeaHl BG 9.2
(3) Fed=d 9 4 36 ¥ grEEAEE: BG18.70
(9) ywifg g sas=q a7 faed) BG 2.31
() AY Igd ¥=& 9uE 7 w1 BG 2.33

4. (a)ICEEN SIqUET: HAdHTS TMeaar:| BG 1.43
(3) SETRALHOT FTN SHRA| BG 1.44

5. Td AYHATITANANTG e ™l a9l BG 9.21

6. (a) T@yHAM =@ed 7 fomftagreafal
It I FAis=Iq At 7 faem| BG 2.31
(3) 1 Ty ¥=f §UM 7 S|
Ta: @yd Hifd 9 feen quwer=ta) BG 2.33
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duty' Sfaed! 'caste-law' etc. However, the dharma of an individual,
according to SR, is basically thought of as the duties attended upon
one's caste standing (SUH). However, according to Krishnamurthy, other
factors were also involved in the determination of one's own duty.

The dharma is called lukru 'eternal perpetual' referring to their
perpetual and ever-lasting obligation. When dharma gets violated adharma
lawlessness' prevails’. When lawlessness prevails, the greatest corruptions
result and consequently the women of the family get corrupted.*

In SFTerITaT we find the interchangeable usage of 30i 'colour or
class' and ST 'caste'- It seems that the two terms are used interchangeably
for the four main classes in HelRd period. Caste-law and family-law are
intermixed in fate, says Arjuna. In killing the family-members, the duties
and the laws of family are destroyed. This results in the inter-caste marriages
and ultimately it destroys the caste distinctions decided in terms of their
distinctive duties (S0TeH &q Sifaed)’. Further he says, people whose
family-laws are destroyed, live in hell forever.®

Due to excess attachment, Arjuna questions about his dharma 'duty’.
He asks - what is dharma for him in present situation’. In fact, Arjuna is
thinking in terms of family (kuladharma), whereas, Krishana answers in
terms of class-duty (SUiyH). In fact, Krishna prefers auieid over
kuladharma ®

1. SR ST : hayHes e BG 1.43
2. K.Krishnamoorthy, The Gita idea of svadharma, the Aryan path, XXXVI
P.2, 1965.66.
3. RA YURAT< HereH: TG
¥ T Ho HeemaHsTaTaTFgdql BG 1.40
4. STYAITATA FT g Rl |
T g ATy Sed auieigl BG 1.41
5. SINd: KTl aUIIg T ;|
I SITqUHl: HereHed weed:| BG 1.43
6. SETHALHION HIATN SAREAI
TehsTad o FedadIgqll BG 1.44
7. HYUIRIE T :
JeoIh @ yHEEEed: | BG 2.7

8 BG1.40
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In three verses' of W¥IEETIdI, it is described that the duty of the
&= 'the warrior' is to fight in battle. Therefore, Arjuna has to do his own
duty ( svadharma )*. As a & Arjuna's svadharma is said to be his 30T

. 434 being a royal warrior class, his duties were not in legislation but
the execution of divine laws.

The word dharma is used in the sense of TR in BG 2-40, which
ultimately refers to duty. Even only the start of this T is stated to save
one from the great fear. According to €Y, THTTS and other modern
commentators, a little start of FEH (i.e. FUAM ) will save one from the
cycle of rebirth and re-death.

In BG 3.35, it is stated that one should do one's own duty
(svadharma) though only imperfectly, rather than another's duty which one
could do well*. The same idea is repeated in BG-18-47°. However, here
by svadharma, the distinctive duties of each class is referred to. Thus, the
verse 18.47 teaches 'even if one is able to do some-one-else's class-duty
well, it is always better to do one's own duty imperfectly. The importance
of remaining in one's own caste is noted here in the same words as in BG
3-35. UHTIS, however, interprets svadharma here as karmayoga and
paradharma as SART which is not correct.

To the quarry that 'why does Krishna come to the earth in each
age' it is said in BG itself that Krishna descends whenever the dharma gets
faded and adharma arises. In the nefit verse it is stated that Krishna
descends to restore the dharma 'i.e. the order of thing'. Dharma being
compounded with G in this verse, the whole word refers to the
establishment of the order of things. In the nefit chapter the word dharma

1. BG2.31,33
cf. BG 1.40
Ferfusharen s yeremn T fomm
eI JHE T TEal YAl BG 2.40
4. S T foRUT: Wi wean
wWyd e 99 Wyt 9aeE:ll BG 3.35
5. SO Ml oo TRmiq S
WEId &H =TSl fRfeamH 11 BG 18.47
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is used in the sense of duty', law? and righteousness® etc. In such cases
the term is used in the complex forms, e.g dharmyam, trayi-dharma and

CLIRIN

In BG 11-18,* krishna is described as the guardian of the eternal
law (IMYSAUETET) where dharma refers to the duty of the person and
the sum total of the right in the universe.

While defining the buddhi® 'intellect' under the predominance of rajas,
both the word dharma and adharma are used. Here the word certainly
does not refer to duty, because, a separate word & is used for this
purpose. Therefore, the word refers to nothing but the kula-dharma 'family
law'. In fact, the incorrect understanding of duty and what is not one's
duty, family-law as well as what is not one's family-law, is a mark of the
intellect dominated by rajas. However, in the next verse ( i.e. BG 18-32
) the word dharma does not refer to family-law but to duty. Because,
when the intellect is obscured by tamas, all the things are seen as the
opposite. For example, one thinks something is to be done when it is not
prescribed, and something is not to be done when it is prescribed.®

In BG 18-34, the use of dharma refers to one of the four ends of
man (&) of Hinduism.”

Scholars feel that the use of the word dharma in 18-66 is somewhat

1. (a) STHRHTMI: TEUl: YHSRT =
3T A fHad< ggEaRadtl BG 9.3
(3) BG9.21
BG9.21
g wafd wmien sra=ei<t fresfal BG 9.31
e IH dfeded ©mfE favaes w fAumm)
TS : REAHI TAse gedl 7al |1l BG 11.18
5. I91 YHAYH ¥ & AehEHd =
STEATTISAING gfg: | wef TS|l BG 18.31
6. 3TH yHfAfT A A= aHEE
gator foadare= qfs: @1 @ef a9 BG 18.32
7. T G HHETHM Y RIS
JHg A woehreal ofd: w el TSR BG 18.34
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controversial.! TEH feels that this verse teaches freedom from all duties

(sarvadharma) both lawful and unlawful- IHFsT, however, suggests a different
understanding from this verse which needs more evidence to be accepted.
According to him, the word dharma here refers to penance. Because, Arjuna
feels he can reach to Krishna through penance only, for which his sins
stand as obstacles, but Krishna tells him to give up these penances (dharma)
also and come to him, who will free Arjuna by grace.

From the above discussion it becomes clear that the term dharma
occurring in Tdl, generally denotes duty and righteousness. Many of the
modern Scholars like Radhakrishnan, Hill and Dentsch translate dharma as
duty. On the other hand, Telang translates it as pity, whereas Edgerton and
Bolle translate it as religion. According to Madhava, dharma in Tidl refers

to the duties enjoined upon man but THTIS accepts it as a means by
which ambitiones are achieved. He holds that one must do one's duty,
because it is the prescribed action. However, one should not at all be
attached to it, because, his goal is to get out of it. To sum up : The use
of dharma in BG, not only includes the definition of Dharma but also the
way how to perform it. Krishna has taught dharma in both the ways i.e.
what a dharma is and how it is to be performed.

1. Iq: YA 39 HaEfhR qasl
ey = fafg fa=fa aMa: BG 18.46
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